
Hasn’t South America
Already Been Evangelized?

From time to time someone will ask me, “Hasn’t 
South America already been evangelized? 
Are there not many missionaries in South 
America? Should we not be concentrating 
on other—more needy—parts of the world? 
Is there really still a need in South America?  
Do they not already have their own religions?  
Are they not all Catholics?  Have we not sent 
enough missionaries there?”            
No—South America has not already been 
sufficiently evangelized! While it is true that 
there are more missionaries in South America 
than in many other parts of the world, there 
are still far too few if we ever hope to reach 
a rapidly increasing population of more than 
428 million souls. I am afraid the people who 
ask questions like those listed above do not 
understand the reasons missionaries must still 
be sent into every part of the world. If they 
understood, they would not be asking those 
kinds of questions.
Nonetheless, the question—Why should we 
still send missionaries to South America?—is 
a legitimate question and one worthy of an 
honest, biblical answer. I realize that if I were 
to take the time and space to lay out an exegesis 
of the “why” of missions, it would certainly be 
too much to fit into this format. Yet, in my own 
heart and mind I have an obligation to give a 
reasonable answer to the question. After all, 
I am actively going around to churches week 
after week, preaching on missions and praying 
that God will raise up new missionaries for 
South America. Therefore, why should we still 
send missionaries to South America?
First, we must still send missionaries to South 
America because God’s command to do so has 
not changed! Into all the world is not optional; 
it is a command. Second, we must still send 

missionaries to South America because tens of 
millions of South Americans for whom Christ 
died have never heard a clear presentation of 
the Gospel of salvation. A third reason that we 
must still send missionaries to South America 
is because if we do send the missionaries, some 
South Americans will be saved! 
The Great Commission could not be clearer. 
Local churches are to send the Gospel into 
all the world. Obviously, in order to do that, 
missionaries must be called and sent. It has 
never made sense to me to think that the lack 
of a sufficient missionary force to reach the 
whole world is due to too few being called 
to accomplish the task. No, it is not that too 
few are called but rather that too few respond 
to the call and give their lives to reach the 
world with the Gospel. The prayer request for 
more missionaries is not a new or even recent 
phenomenon. All the way back to Jesus’ day we 
read: The harvest truly is great, but the labourers 
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth labourers into his 
harvest (Luke 10:2). As long as there are lost 
souls who have never heard the Gospel, we will 
still need more missionaries.
We certainly praise the Lord for the 48 faithful 
missionaries currently on the field, serving 
or on deputation preparing to go to South 
America through BIMI. It is definitely a good 
start, but we need more missionaries, more 
faithful churches to support those missionaries, 
more national pastors, more churches planted, 
more Bible institutes and seminaries to train 
national workers, more—just MORE!
Please join with us in praying the Luke 10:2 
prayer to the Lord of the harvest that He would 
indeed send forth MORE laborers into the ripe 
mission field of South America.

By Roger D. Blevins — South America Director

W


