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When approached about the ministry of CLAIM, 
some have asked if it is the Insurance Department 
of BIMI. No, it is not. The acronym CLAIM stands 
for Christian Laymen Assisting International 
Missionaries. This brainchild of BIMI Missionary 
Gerry Baughman became a concrete, tangible 
way for God’s people to involve themselves in 
missions by using their time, talents, and skills to 
serve missionaries around the world in a personal 
and practical manner. Clayton Shumpert did an 
excellent job as CLAIM’s first director from the 
beginning in 1993 until January 2000 when Carl 
Vonnoh received the privilege to lead this outreach. 
The last ten years of CLAIM are the focus of 
this article. Our projects have included Bible 
distribution, construction, engineering, evangelism, 
medical missions, Vacation Bible Schools, vehicle 
mechanics, welding, and various labor of love 
projects. These trips have taken CLAIM teams to 
all of the continents of the world except Antarctica. 
CLAIM Team Leaders do a superb job in leading 
both skilled and unskilled workers as they minister 
to others. There is something for all to do. 
With all of these trips, the project itself is not our 
final goal. These opportunities afford privileges to 
share the Gospel. Our goal is to assist missionaries 
in the Great Commission. We want to see people 
saved, baptized, and growing in the grace and 
knowledge of Christ. All of our witnessing is 
through the local church. It is our desire to enhance 
and help the church ministries of the missionaries 
and the nationals. We are constantly aware that 
the local church is the foundation for ministries—
including CLAIM. We are a Helps Ministry to assist 
churches in their outreach with the Gospel message. 
When we report the number of trips and 
professions of faith, it is to God’s glory and not ours. 
This reporting is to gauge our effectiveness and to 
encourage others to get involved in a ministry that 

desires to see people saved. With that said, from 
2010 to 2019 there were 221 CLAIM mission 
trips. As a result of these trips, 22,608 professions 
of faith were made. We saw the Holy Spirit claim 
souls for the Savior. There were also decisions 
made by Christians as Team Leaders preached 
in churches around the world. Does CLAIM 
pay off in eternal dividends?  Oh, yes!  We also 
have seen new churches established with the help 
of CLAIM. There have been men and women 
surrender to missions who are on the field today 
because of CLAIM. 
Consider the following testimony that could have 
very well been your testimony. Sharon Spalding 
from Dryden, Ontario, Canada, writes the 
following:

(It’s Not the Insurance Office of BIMI!) By Carl Vonnoh

I praise God for the opportunity I had 
to come on the trip with you to Senegal. It 
was a 35-year desire that God fulfilled and I 
praise Him for that. The trip was everything I 
expected and more. The fellowship with God’s 
people and the time in the mornings when we 
shared God’s Word and had time to talk with 
Josh about the work were such blessings. God 
worked in my life in respect to how I viewed 
Muslims and the GREAT need there. I left part 
of my heart there with the kids and came home 
with a sense of discontentment in the fact that 
my life will never be the same. At this point, 
I am not sure exactly what the Lord wants 
me to do, but this I know—I had considered 
spending winters as a snowbird in Arizona in 
the future and that is off the table for me. My 
travels will be with purpose for the Lord.  

Pray, give, and go on a CLAIM missions trip, 
and let God use you and work in your heart for 
missions around the world! Please contact us and 
get involved with the CLAIM Ministry.
   


