
W

As we survey the past decade of 
ministry in South America, two of 
the accomplishments—and pleasant 
memories—that stand out would have 
to be the End of the World Project 
and the Medellín Project. These were 
Bible distribution projects in Ushuaia, 
Argentina, and Medellín, Colombia, 
respectively.

The End of the World Project was so named 
because Ushuaia, Argentina, located some 
5,540 miles south of Key West, Florida, 
is known as “the southern-most city in 
the world.” After canvassing the city, to 
the best of our knowledge, we found no 
independent Baptist church in Ushuaia. 
This led us to go in October 2012 with a 
team of 15 volunteers to distribute 25,000 
special edition Spanish New Testaments in 
order to sow the seed of the Gospel as we 
prayed for God to send a missionary to the 
city. After we prayed faithfully for six years, 
the Lord answered by sending missionary 
Raymond Zacal. He is a Filipino national 
who was saved many years ago under the 
ministry of BIMI missionary Carl Vonnoh 
in the Philippines.

The Medellín Project was carried out in 
2015 as again a group of 15 volunteers 
(many of whom had also been involved in 
the Bible distribution effort in Argentina) 
went to the streets of Medellín to distribute 
the Word of God. This very same city had 
at one time been considered “the most 
dangerous city in the world.” Throughout 
the 1980s and the early 1990s, Medellín 
was terrorized by killings and every 
imaginable sort of violence perpetrated 
by warring drug cartels. During that 
dark time in Medellín’s history, most 
missionaries were forced to leave because 
of the violent atmosphere created by rival 
drug lords. Thankfully, by 2011 things 
had settled down enough for missionaries 

to return. BIMI missionaries Mark and Katie Gerosin 
were the first to arrive, soon to be followed in 2013 
by Peter and Elisabeth Putney. In collaboration with 
the Gerosins, the Putneys, and each of their church 
congregations, our team was able to distribute 40,000 
Spanish New Testaments in the city. 
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