
When I was a young man, the Lord gave me a 
calling to return home after more than a decade 
in America. As my wife and I reflected on the 
things the Lord has done for 
us during our short time in 
ministry, we were reminded 
of the instance when Jesus 
commanded a man to return 
to his people. Go home to thy 
friends, and tell them how 
great things the Lord hath 
done for thee, and hath had 
compassion on thee (Mark 
5:19). Similarly to that man’s 
calling in Mark, I count it 
a blessing that the Lord wanted me to return 
to my home nation and share His Good News 
with my people. Being called to return to my 
country has been one of the greatest blessings 
of my life; however, there were a few factors I 
did not anticipate when I surrendered to follow 
God’s will. Thankfully, the things that took a 

“native” man by surprise were already factored 
into God’s perfect plan. 

In my eagerness to return home to the 
Dominican Republic, I had 
no anticipation of having 
cultural challenges. Often, I 
heard people speak of cultural 
shock, but the term was 
foreign to me. How much can 
things change in a couple of 
years? I learned the hard way 
that it is not whether things 
changed, but it is the fact 
that  I  changed. Interaction 

with a different culture had utterly altered my 
way of thinking and living. It was customary 
for me as a boy to deal with the incredibly 
warm weather, spontaneous routines, and 
unplanned visits and activities. Nevertheless, 
by the time I returned to the Dominican, my 
life had a new normal. In this transitional 
season that I had not anticipated, the Lord 

taught my wife and me a lot about people. 
Even if people from Nagua might do things 
differently than we would, they are loved by 
God just the same (even if they add ketchup 
to their pizza). Returning home had nothing 
to do with altering how people did things in 
the Dominican. Instead, it was about teaching 
them to see and examine even the ordinary 
occurrences of life from the only perspective 
that matters—God’s perspective. 

In addition to the cultural challenges, we 
experienced the challenge of church planting. 
In the three years that we have served in the 
Dominican Republic, we have seen a difference 
in people’s openness to the Gospel from one 
city to another. For our first few months in 
Santo Domingo, it seemed to us as if people 
were open to the truth, and we were eager to 
share it with them. Nevertheless, as the Lord 
relocated us to the town of Nagua, we came to 
know another facet of the Dominican people—
many of them have a traditional Catholic 
background and a closed group of social 
acquaintances. Over time, we noticed that they 
are not initially open to the Gospel (anything 
other than Catholicism is not welcome). 
However, we have learned that the best way 
to reach them is through creating meaningful 
relationships  first. On many occasions, we 
witnessed people simply trusting the Lord, but 
in our local sphere, we noticed the effectiveness 
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of reaching them by building a relationship 
first. Being a people person as Jesus was has 
helped each of us build credibility among those 
whom God called us to serve. 

The title for this article is The Challenge of Going 
Home, and I would love to finish by adding a 
second part to that theme—But the Blessings 
of Following the Lord. The key to everything I 
have learned these last couple of years is that 
following God is an ongoing process, but its 
end is delightful. Fulfillment is only obtainable 
as one takes the step of obedience and embarks 
on his own God-given journey. At its core, 
world missions is about people—people 
boundlessly loved by God to the point of giving 
His own Son’s life for them. Surely, it is possible 
to look beyond the obstacles and see that God 
is leading us to take the next step of obedience. 
In our earthly journey, we must see that even 
if people do things differently than we would, 
they are worthy of our time, sacrifice, and love 
because that is exactly what Christ modeled 
for us. Pam and I love the calling the Lord has 
given us and the people He has entrusted us 
to reach. The Dominican people are warm and 
welcoming; but more importantly, they are 
deeply loved by God. Our prayer is that God 
will continue to guide and call more servants to 
this ripe field so more of our people can come 
to the saving, factual knowledge of Christ. W
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And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye 
shall not vex him (Leviticus 19:33). An interesting 
aspect of our church ministry is working with refugees 
from a rich assortment of countries. Twelve different 
nationalities are represented in our church. Last year 
we hosted an International Day and celebrated with 
singing and testimonies from each nationality and 
country of origin. The local paper published an article 
about this event. 

Our church is located in the northern part of Bavaria in lower Franconia, Germany. It 
is in a rural and traditional setting. When the German government opened the doors 
to the country with few restrictions in the beginning, multitudes of refugees flowed 
in, primarily from Muslim countries. The government began to redirect refugees 
to rural areas and established refugee homes. I was part of a group in our city who 
helped with new arrivals and that allowed us direct contact with the refugees. Our 
church has been open and receptive since the beginning to help these often desperate 
people. We put on Christmas programs and other events for those in the homes. 
Those who converted from Islam to Jesus have been primarily Iranians who fled their 
country and came to Germany. There are Iranian Christian churches in the larger 
cities in Germany. We have baptized those who have trusted Christ and endeavored 
to disciple them. A young Iranian man has married a local German girl. Together, 
they serve in our Iranian outreach and coordinate the translation and ministry to 
the refugees.

Many times a refugee or a refugee couple has received a court order to leave the 
country. We have gone to court with them as a witness and in each of the seven 
recent cases, the appeals have been decided positively. At this point, we have not lost 
a refugee. 

In June 2019, as a church family, we decided to provide church asylum to an Iranian 
family of three. They had received a letter of deportation and had no chance of 
staying in Germany. The parents had trusted Christ in Iran and then fled to Europe. 
Since the Middle Ages there has been a tacit agreement by the German government 
(Remember Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame?) to allow people to enter 
into church asylum to avoid the repression from the State. Our church heartily agreed 
to help, providing a travel trailer on the church playground for living quarters and 
providing all necessary living expenses, including medical and dental costs. They are 

not to leave the church property for 18 months until the case goes before a German court 
to decide if they can stay in the country. Our people regularly give German lessons, have 
activities, and fellowship with them. It has been amazing to see God’s hand provide for 
the spiritual, emotional, and financial needs of this family through our church people, 
from outside sources, and from friends.

This experience of helping refugees who cannot do anything in return has been a blessing 
for our congregation and for me as well. Germans have been accused 
of being xenophobic (having a fear of outsiders) and perhaps 
there is a bit of truth in that. Our people, though, have 
rallied behind our refugees and received them and 
shown them the love of Jesus. It is true that love 
has hands and feet!

There have been challenges over the years 
since our arrival in 1991 in just working in 
the German culture with its differences and 
now in recent years with the 12 different 
cultures with inherent language barriers, 
tastes, preferences, and predispositions. 
It is a reflection of God’s extreme love for 
variety and for the nations. Our people—
including the refugees—look forward to 
the day when all nations will be represented 
before the throne of the Lamb and praise 
Him forever. We are getting a little foretaste 
now in our little corner of the world! 
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Editor’s note: In a recent prayer letter the 
Dubbes state that Church asylum has ended: 
The Iranian family that lived on the church 
property for almost a year and a half are now 
in a refugee home awaiting the legal process for 
residency in Germany. A German judge ruled 
in their favor that they would not be deported 
before a court hearing.


